


Renewing community memberships
Cont. from front page

Membership fees go toward many
community projects such as The Riverdalian,
maintaining our hall and rink, building the
playground, as well as running activities such
as a weekly playgroup, adult volleyball, and
soccer and summer programs for kids.

You will receive discount pricing at the
Edmonton Eskimos Community League
Game on October 9th.

Purchase a silver seat (lower bowl) for
the Edmonton Eskimo game against the BC
Lions for $18 (value $42)

We are always short canvassers. If you’d like
to volunteer and haven’t yet been contacted,
please contact me at 780 453 3329 or email

wem33@telus.net

Airport Decision

By Ben Henderson, Councillor, Ward 4

To all of you who contacted me during
the airport debate I wanted to take this
opportunity to reply and explain the
choice that I made. We were deluged with
correspondence arguing passionately both
for and against. I read all of your letters and
emails; your arguments weighed heavily in
my decision making. I know many of you are
pleased with the decision made and many are
deeply disappointed.

None of us took the decision lightly. I am
fully aware of the magnitude of the decision
and spent a great deal of time researching
the issue before coming to my conclusion.
Most important was the decision be based on
the long term future of the city and not on a
short term window. During the recent ICLEI
conference on future city sustainability, we
had transportation experts from across the
world in the city and I took the opportunity to
bend their ears on the subject. Their response
was unanimous: the future for short haul,
small aircraft flights such as could be served
by the Muni is not good. Transportation in
fact is very likely to move in the opposite
direction.

The worst case scenario for me was always
continued indecision on this matter. Many
thought after the vote in 1995 that the issue
was decided once and for all, but it seemed to
come back every three years with arguments
to reverse the decision to move all scheduled
flights to the international.

Every time it was re-debated it made it
harder and harder for the airport to plan for
any kind of future and for the businesses
that were there to have any kind of certainty.
At minimum I knew that whatever decision
we made had to be clear ... I know many of
you will disagree with me, but I have come
to believe that for the long term future, a
downtown airport is not the best use of that
land...

If we were to develop the land it should be
done by the City with an eye to coming up
with a quality new district rather than an eye
to just making a quick buck off the land. The
fact that the City is the land owner and can
plan and manage how it develops gives us the
opportunity to do something truly remarkable.
This has been guaranteed in the motion that
was passed ... And finally, although I had
some hesitation with the motion to do it as a
staged closure, for a number of reasons it is
the best way to go.

No future use of the airport will happen
overnight, and there is no need to deprive
those currently using the airport of its use
until there is a need to do so. That could be
many years off before there is a complete
closure. In the meantime the airport will be
available to all who are currently using its
runways. It also mitigates the negative effect
on the businesses that have called the airport
home by giving them more time to respond
to the future. I know many of you agree and
many of you disagree. It has certainly been
the hardest decision I have been faced with
while on Council. It is always scary to have
to cast a vote like this because I am always
aware that despite all the research done I may
be wrong.

The future cannot be perfectly predicted.
But I felt the most important thing was to
make a clear decision and I have done so with
some strong belief that the right decision has
been made.

A Classical ‘7-Circuit” labyrinth.

Calling all soccer players!

Did you enjoy playing soccer this
season? You can continue the fun
into the fall because Edmonton’s
southeast soccer association
presents the 2009-10 Indoor
Soccer Season.

Registration dates are
tight: Sunday, September
13th, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and
Sunday, September 20th, 1
p-m.to 3 p.m.

Labyrinth fall,
walk

If you would like to walk a labyrinth
this fall, close to the Autumnal
Equinox and a new moon, you are
once again welcomed by Jean Ure and
Sheryl Ackerman to join us at the
Riverdale Hall (9231-100 Ave.) any
time between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on
Saturday, September 19th.

The Walk is open to all ages and is
an opportunity to walk a labyrinth in
silence.

A donation would be appreciated.

For further information, call Jean
at 780 424 8339.

The Riverdalian has two pairs of
tickets for the Gordon Lightfoot
Tribute to give away. Look out in
the next issue for details of how
you can win!

Both are at Cloverdale Community
Hall (9411-97 Ave.). Sorry, no online
registration.
Will you be playing Ul4 in the
fall? Consider trying out for a
STORM team, and enjoy a more
competitive level of play.
For more information, please
visit the ESESA website at www.
southeastsoccer.ca, or contact
Rachelle Seguin at 780 938 6149.

LRT

Cont. from front page

One proposal, which would’ve touched us
more, had the line coming down Rowland
Road from Forest Heights, stopping at the
Riverside golf course as a sports venue for
future games, and then continuing uptown.
But as Dawson Bridge is the least used of all
the city’s bridges, its potential for volume did
not win out.

Instead, a more direct line through denser
residential and greater commercial prospects
prompted planners to opt for the Cloverdale
route, which would then climb to Strathearn
and head east on 95thAvenue and south on
85th Street to Bonnie Doon mall, and so on.

This route would service a major shopping
centre, the higher densities in the planned
Strathearn apartments site, and include the
Muttart conservatory and the seasonal Folk
Festival.

Crossing the river would involve a brand-
new bridge somewhere beneath Louise
McKinney Park on Grierson Hill. It may even
replace the present footbridge.

Details are also fuzzy on whether the park
would rate a train station, but this is as close
to Riv as the line would come. Would a stop at
this distance even be useful to us?

Our best strategy might be to look for ways
to improve bus service to our relatively tiny
district.

What do Riverdalians think?

One citywide concern, however, would
be where the LRT would emerge from
downtown’s underground to the park.

Most folk of a certain age will remember
the geological problems beneath Grierson

Hill that needed to be addressed to finish
the convention centre in the early 1980s.
Initial estimates did not include any special
foundation work, so overruns boosted the
final total cost from $32 million to well
over $82 million.

Overall, The Riverdalian is pleased
that the city is being farsighted in its
aspirations to extend LRT service to two
more quadrants of the city, thus reducing
our dependency on the automobile.

LRT open houses

There are a few more open houses
coming up for the LRT expansion. Monday
September 21st, Woodvale Facility (Mill
Woods Golf Course) 4540-50 Street, 5 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. and Wednesday September
23rd at the Old Timers’ Cabin, 9430-99
Street (Scona Road) 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Presentations are at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
(drop-in). Doors open at Spm.

Routes and how they were selected will
also be available.

Harvesting the benefits
Cont. from front page

As all you wonderful Riverdale gardeners
know, with a little work and tender care our
gardens flourish and grow. In the same way,
by working together, we continue to reap the
benefits of a strong and healthy community.

[ SOCIAL NOTES ]

® Welcome to Katharine Daniel and Gunnar
Hansen who are house-sitting down in the
old Dutch settlement area by the river.

Katherine's from the Berkshire area of
England, where for the past 23 years she has
been practicing cranio-sacral therapy and
energy work, and expressive arts, yoga and
movement. Gunnar has been practicing as a
doctor in Germany.
® Riverdale continues to improve itself, this
time on 89th Street. A new basement and
foundation has gone in on the old Brenda
Lecky property, two doors south of Big
Sisters.

The young family of Ryan and Colleen
Dunkley sent around a note on September
3rd: “As longtime residents of Riverdale,
we take pride in being good neighbours and
responsible residents of this beautiful river
valley community.”

You may have seen them at the Canada Day
bike parade and festivities. They add that if
you have any problems or concerns about
the project, please contact Jay of Element
Construction at 780 988 8782.

Playgroup
returns

Playgroup is back after a summer break!
Hope everyone had a great vacation!

The Riverdale Playgroup is a free drop-in
group open to parents/caregivers and their
preschoolers age 0 to 4 held every Wednesday
morning from 10 a.m. to noon at the Riverdale
Community Hall (9231-100th Ave), until
sometime next June.

Come on by and meet some other people in
your neighbourbood!

For more information contact Gail at 780
886-7887.

Ben
Henderson

Councillor, Ward 4
Please Contact Me
ow Civic Toswes

ben.henderson@edmonton.ca
Phone 496-8146 | Fax 496-8113
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Riverdale
Halloween Party!

The Great Riverdale Halloween Dance “will be on
Saturday October 31st, 8 p.m. to midnight at Riverdale
Hall.

There will be great live music with The Rault Brothers,
with others to be confirmed. More details in the next
issue!

Advance tickets: $8 League Members, $8 Low income/
Seniors/Students and $12 Regular.

At the door: $10 League Members, $10 Low income/
Seniors/Students and $15 Regular. Kids under 6 are free.

Door prizes, cash bar and snacks for sale

This is a benefit to support our wonderful community
newsletter, The Riverdalian, and it’s new computer!

For Advance Tickets and info, contact Adrian at The

Riverdalian, by email at theriverdalian@shaw.ca
or call 780 633 6683.

[ CLASSIFIED ]

CLASSIFIEDS ARE $2 a line.
To advertise contact The Riverdalian, by
leaving a message on 780 633 6683

or email theriverdalian@shaw.ca

WANT A CLEAN HOME? Look no
further, reasonable rates, and I live in the
neighbourhood. Call Nicky at 780 989 1905

MASSAGE AND CRANIO-SACRAL THERAPY,
Registered Massage Therapist new to Riverdale.
I've just moved to the area and would like to
extend my practice to local people working

from home on 87 Street. 23 years in practice
with broad range of training and experience.
Love to work with all people; babies, children,
adults, women in pregnancy, seniors, responding
to different needs creatively and with care.
Introductory offers for first sessions!. Call
Katharine Daniel for more info or to book at 780
433 0440

CERTIFIED WHOLISTIC MASSAGE therapist
in Riverdale. Over 15 years in private practice.
NHPC member. Cranialsacral, lymphatic
drainage therapies also offered. Connecting with
you to promote gentle healing, calming, and
renewal for your body, mind, spirit. Phone Sue
Stuparek 780 425 4411.

TAKE SOME TIME for yourself. Relax while
improving your health with a reflexology session.
Call Suzanne for an appointment at 780 428
8573. Member of NHPC and R.A.C.

REAMEBX

Real Estate

Roland M. Mansell, R Eng.
REALTOR"

LOTUS SOUL GYM, YOGA STUDIO Multi-
disciplinary studio and retail outlet for yoga
accessories and eco friendly products. Offers
daily yoga classes in hatha, vinyasa flow, yoga for
runners, restorative, prenatal, mom and baby,
weekly workshops and more. Register now for
Sunrise Yoga. For further information, visit www.
lotussoulgym.com or call 780 428 5202. Visit
us at 10816 95th Street.

FREE TRIAL GUITAR LESSON. Learn with

a ualified teacher who makes learning fun.
Private lessons with (Mr.) Ma Fletcher right here
in Riverdale. Weekdays, evenings or Saturday
afternoons. Children or adults. Beginner to
advanced. Rental guitars available. Highly
qualified, Ma has taught over 3,000 students,
through Ma Fletcher’s School of Guitar and has
taught guitar instructional workshops at the
Edmonton Folk Festival. Insured.

Call 780 426 4155 e-mail: mafltchr@telus.net
www.mafletcher.com

TUTORING SERVICE One on One In Home
Tutoring. Excellent Tutors available in all subject
areas. Grade 1-12 College / University / Adult
programs. For a free no obligation consultation.
Call Peter at 780 298 3710 or email
phares@tutordoctor.com

HOLIDAY RENTALS, SOUTH FRANCE.
Medieval house and studio, 16th Century village
of Montagnac, near Montpellier/Mediterranean.
Web: www.sjevent.ca ; email: sjevent@shaw.ca

PET AND HOUSE SITTER. Will look afteryour
home and pets while you are on vacation or away
on business. Great references and reasonable
rates. Your pet need never have to see a kennel
again!! Call Konnie at 780 420 0835

SWEETBITS COMPUTING, we
Troubleshoot|Web Design | Tutor|Consult|more
780 439 2878|chris@sweetbits.ca
www.sweetbits.ca

PIANO (KEYBOARD) LESSONS for kids in
Riverdale. Most people in Riv know I teach
guitar and perform for kids. I also studied 7
years each of classical piano and violin. Now
offering keyboard for kids. Ma Fletcher 780 426
4155

WANTED: CAR POOL TO SHERWOOD PARK
A non-car owner is looking for a ride.Does
anyone in Riverdale attend SPAC in Sherwood
Park? I no longer have a car and would love to
car pool with someone. Thanks! Please reply to
notice on Riv website at www.riverdalians.net

Want to rent
the hall?

Bookings and enquires can be made by
calling 780 426 6528 or visiting www.
riverdalians.net and following the link at the
top of the page.

[ LOST AND FOUND ]

LOST AND FOUND notices can be
emailed to theriverdalian@shaw.ca

or call 780 633 6683

Found Telus cellphone, turned in to Tree
Frog lost and found on August. 19th with
note that it was found in schoolyard Aug.
16th.

Remember,
Riverdale is a State of Mind
and we will continue to maintain our
right to walk down the middle of the
street wherever we are.
Past Riverdalian.

Join or renew
2008/2009
Community League Membership.
Contact Wendy Manning,
Membership Co-ordinator at
780 453 3329

or email wem33@telus.net

(" From The Editor:

I hope everyone had a
good summer, and managed
to make the most of the
beautiful river valley trails.

A warm welcome to new
neighbours, and a reminder to everyone
that it is the season to join, or renew, their
community league membership!

— Adrian Curwen,
Editor/Layout
If you live in the area and wish to be
added to our distribution list, please contact
us at theriverdalian@shaw.ca_or leave a
message at 780 633 6683
All advertisements relating to third-party
information, products and services are provided
as is, without any representation or endorsement

made by The Riverdalian and the Riverdale
Community League.

The Riverdale Community League Newsletter,
The Riverdalian, publishes every month
except August, thanks to community
volunteers. Produced and distributed by a
team of volunteers as a community service to
all members of our community.

If you have news or an advertisement, please
email Adrian at theriverdalian@shaw.ca or
leave a message at 780 633 6683.

Deadline for October issue,
Wednesday, September 23rd

Thank you to all those who help put together,
organise, sub-edit, proofread, distribute and
print The Riverdalian, come snow blizzards,

scorching sun, plagues of locusts or pestilence.
N J
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